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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to October 1 this Season contained the largest 
proportion of 1-1/8" cotton on record, according to the Department of Agriculture, Consumer and 
Marketing Service. This length accounted for nearly nine percent of the total ginnings. Middling 
and higher White grades comprised a record-low percentage - 11 percent - of ginnings through Sep- 
tember 30. Mike test results indicate that cotton in the 3.5-4.9 category was equivalent to 80 
percent of this season's ginnings, the same as last season. Fiber strength averaged 84,000 pounds 
per square inch compared with 85,000 pounds a year ago. 


Average Staple Slightly Longer 


The average staple of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 33.5 thirty-seconds 
inches compared with 33.4 in the same period last season. Cotton stapling 1-1/8" accounted for 
nine percent of total upland ginnings through September 30, the highest percentage for any like 
period on record. Cotton in the lengths 1-3/32" and 1-1/16", combined, was equivalent to 56 per- 
cent of this season's ginnings against 65 percent a year ago. Nineteen percent of total ginnings 
through the end of September was in the two lengths 1-1/32" and 1 inch compared with 20 percent 
to the same date last season. The lengths 31/32" and shorter comprised 16 percent of total gin- 
nings against 15 percent a year earlier. 


Grade Index Lower 


The grade index of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 90.0 (Middling White = 
100) compared with 91./ a year earlier. Middling and higher White grades were equivalent to 11 
percent of ginnings through September 30, the smallest proportion since records on quality esti- 
mates first became available. Low Middling comprised 13 percent of total ginnings, the largest 
proportion on record. The Light Spotted and other Colored grades accounted for 36 percent of this 
season's ginnings against 38 percent a year ago. 


Micronaire 


The mike distribution of this season's ginnings prior to October 1 was very similar to that of a 

year ago. The 3.5-4.9 category accounted for 80 percent of total ginnings through September 30, 

the same as last season. The average mike reading was 4.5, also the same as in the previous sea- 
son. 


Fiber Strength 


The fiber strength test results show that upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 
slightly weaker than a year earlier. The average was 84,000 pounds per square inch compared with 
85,000 pounds last season. Cotton 90,000 pounds per square inch and stronger comprised 13 percent 
of the total against 16 percent a year ago. 


Total Ginnings 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 879,700 bales, according to the Bureau of the 
Census. This is a record low volume of cotton ginned through September 30 and compares with 
1,135,200 bales ginned to the same date last season. Rain and cool temperatures in several sec- 
tions of the cotton belt slowed crop maturity and delayed harvesting during September. Cotton 
ginned through September 30 was equivalent to only eight percent of the indicated 1971 crop com- 
pared with 11 percent a year earlier and 16 percent two years ago. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1971 with 1970 comparisons, by states / 


Grade reductions 


State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 
1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 1970 1971 
North Carolina 14.6 Is} 7! - - - - 14.6 Siwy, 
South Carolina 14.0 10.6 - OnzZ - Gea 14.0 10.9 
Georgia dao Sil One ee = - Te TOR2 
Florida UWS} 25m) - - 0.4 - 13.4 aoe 
Alabama 8.0 Wee - - : - 8.0 Hae 
Mississippi 0 oo Ow 0.9 One O53 Wee toas0 
Tennessee 639 10.9 Ors - % - 6.7 10.9 
Missouri 2am S10 - 0.3 - 0.2 Zebk $355) 
Arkansas 4.5 Ome Opal One : Opal 4.6 Os 
Louisiana 5.9 11.4 - - - - 549 11.4 
Oklahoma Owl = - - - - On - 
Texas 356 O13 ae Sie is ¥ 6.4 oD 
New Mexico - 4.2 - - - ~ - 4.2 
Arizona 3.0) Sey, - ao - Ona Sa0 ORS 
California Crag! 3.4 ~ - Olea, alee 2.18 Dac 
Other 13.6 - - - - - 13.46 - 
United States 6.4 6.8 eae Zee S On 710 Sal 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
~ Less than 0.05 percent. 


